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Appendices

A. Environmental Screening Form

The Environmental Screening Form is a working document that evolves with the
compliance process as coordination and consultation take place.

&, PROJECT INFORMATION
Park Project
Name: Assiteague Idand Narional Seashon Mumbser: MiA
Project Type (Check): Eqrdl: Emmm Emma [=] oMPS
MNRFF CRPP FLHP
[] Line Item [[] Fee Dama [[] Concassion Reimbursabla
[ ather
(specify)
Project
Location Assateague Beach Coast Guard Sation, Toms Cove, Winginia
Project
Originator/Coordinator;  Carl 5. Ximmerman
Project
Title: Asmarcague Beach Ceast Guard Stavion Management Plan
Contractor
Contract § N/A Maime: Christine Gobrial, NER
Adminkstrative Record
Location :
Administrative Record
Contact :

I
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B. PROJECT DESCRIFTION/LOCATION [To begin the stamirory compliance file, arrach to this form, maps, sie
visit notes, agency consultarion, data, reports, ciregorical exclusion form (0 relevan), or other relevant
miaterials,]

Background Info attached? Edves [(INe
Preliminary drawings attached? [ ves [FNo

Diate form Anticipated compliance

initiated: 32502003 completion date: 2005
Projected advertisement/Day Construction

labor start: NIA start: NiA

Is project a hot topic or sensitive issue? (5] Yes [ | No

Project Description:

mﬂﬂugnmnmm?hhﬁmﬂqnﬂﬂﬂmtﬂﬂﬁmhmdmﬂu
mﬁunpnfﬂnnﬂgmlﬁnduﬂﬂmm oms Cove in Accomadk Counry, Vieginia, The site is a Visginia Histarie
Landmark and has been determined eligible for the Mational vegister of Historic Flaces on the basis of anchiteomml and
ln.n-chmPtnlnu Since 1= rransfer o the Wananal Pade Sernce in 1967 o become nfﬁ-tﬂgzun.ndunﬂnnnl
Mm.h%hhdhm%ﬂmﬂ-nﬁhmm
educason and culoual history inespretanon programs. In recent years, the Sanon’s use has substanmlly decreased due
o oaranding oeinenance and tepain peeds, and preblems acessing the sie Saring sommer mvonths dise o e presence
of breeding piping plover. The project will analyze alternatives to determine the most apgrropriate course of action for
the fuarwre use and treatment of the Sartan, mling e account its hisveric valises o well as the sensitive nanural
envireament in which it is locared. An environmenal ssessment CEA) will be devedoped 1o asess the impacts of
proposed alvernatives on the natal and sulmml resources assecmted with the Stavion, The EA will alsa indude an
Assessment of Effects to mees the Section 106 reguires of the National Hesone Freservation Act.

I
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C. RESOURCE EFFECTS TO CONSIDER {Tailer the flla

ter meeet inaliesatid pardsenis projecs needs, )

Are any measurable’ impacts possible on the lollowing Data Needed 1o Existing Data
phiysical, natural of cultural resauroes? Yes | Mo Determing Completad.
(Document Mumibser
and [ate}
1. Geologecal resources — solls, bedrock, siresimbeds, etc Gephagkrsols sunesy
2. From gechazards Lapobaec siey
3. Alr guality Alr quakly assessment
4. Soundscapes Soairvlscape assessment
5. Wiates quality or quantity Water quality assessrment
6 Streamiloey charackenstics Stroam o assessment
7. Blarine of estuanine resoumces B O tlatinedesiuarine
assersment
£ Hoodpkans or wetlands E O | Aocdplaindsetland sumey
4 La 1w, mchiding ocoupancy, mooeme, values, D E Resgicinadd Laned use
adership, Tpe of use eeriary
1 Rare o unisual wegedation — ofd growth timben, ripakan, 0O © Wagaa oy Sy
A _
1. Spedes of spedal concern {plant ar animal; state oo Theeatened, andangpened
federal listed or proposad for listingl or thair habitat E |:| anel spscial concern speces
ELIEY.
12, Undquie ecosysbems, Bosphene reserves, Wiorkd Hesitage O B Ecologazal assecsarien
Siles
13, Unéque or impartant wikdlife or waldiife habitat EH O | Eelogcal assessmeant
14, Unsque or impartant fish or fish hatetan 0 | Fehsurvey
15, Intraduce or promobe non-native spedes {plant o 0O @/
amirmel)
16, Recreation resources, induding supply. demand B O Sisitar use sunehne Plan
yisitation, aclivites, alr
17, Wieior eupesience, apsthabc resounces E O isitor paperiance
suresnSRe Plan
18, Culbural resouraes inchsding culbaral larviscapes, FE [ | Hstork sbuchures
ethnographic resounces, Hisboric Resources (30¢ years) | [ [ | Histosic Resowrce Repea
[0 [ | Hestoric Furnishings Report
B | Archeobogical sesonces,
E O | Cultual Landscapss CLI, 200
Detenriniation of
O O | Eligiilive™ational Registar
Fdorrmi b
E [ | Etmographic resources
19 Sociceomnomics, mchaing employrment, ocoupation, Spcineronaric
inrie dharipe, Tan base, infrsiiciune O E | Ewdronimental Justice
SIEEs
2k BAinority and ko noome popul aticns, ethaogeagph, size, 0 ® Ethaegraphac Survey
g rabion patbams, 8t
3, Emeagy resources _ 0 H Energy Assessment
22, Oher agency or trinal bnd use plans or policias D E Ician st resournce
Ssis e
23, Resouide, induding enengy, conserdation gotential, D E Site Plar, Project Sooghing
sustamabibiny
24, Urban quality, gatessay comeruraties, eic. O | Siee Man, Broject Scoging
2%, Long-tenm managenrent of resoimces or kndiesoimce 0 R Fesstirces Rlanacyerieit
productivity Stucy
2 Oriher Important envirenmental resoces (e.q. Hazardous Baterials
genthemmmal, palsontolngeal resounces, hazardoms |:| E Sievey Palsonbolngcal
rraleials)? iy
Other project specific impact Ll

" Blesimable lmpacts sre deeme e the inceedisdplinesy ream determins to be preaes than meglidhle by the snalysis proces decibed in D012

S5 and §4. 0G0 w G5




Appendices

0. MAMNDATORY CRITERLA

Mandatory Criteria: i implemented, would the proposal: Yes No

A, Hene mateial advesse effects on public bealth or safery?

B, Have adverse effects on such wnique charactensbcs a5 histonc or cultwal
resmroes; park, recraation, or refuge knds; wildemess wees; wikd or soenic
fiwets) natianal natural lardorarks) sole o princpal deinking water aqidlers,
prirme farrlands, wetlands; feodplains; er ecologicaly sanaficant o aribcal

arsas, incheding those listed on the National Register of Matural Landmarks 7
. Hawe highly condrosessidl anvircaimental effects ?

L. Hawe highdy uncemain ard potentially sondficant emdronmental ef fecls o

inodie unilgue of unknown enyvironmental nsks?

E.  Establsh a precedent for fubiee acton oo represent a dedision in principha
absut Future actions with potentially significant envitanmental effecis?

F. Bedwectly relatsd o other actions s@lh individually insanaficant, bat
curm signdficant, emdronmental effects?

G, Hae adverse affects oo propertios isted or elighle foe Isting on the
Maticinal Register of Historic Flaces?

H.  Hees aderse effects on spedies Bied or proposed to be Bied on the List
of Endangered or Threatened Speces or hawve adverse effects on

demignated Critical Habitat for thesa speces

I Fesuire corplianee with Essouliee Ordes 11988 (Fleadplen Managesrentl,
Eseoutive Order 11580 (Protecton of Wetkends), or the Fish and Wildlife
Lomdinaton Ad ¥

1 Theeabsn i violate a federal, state, local, or tibal las of eguirement
imposed for the probection of the emimmment ¥

K. Iwobie mmresobed condlicts conceming altemnative uses of available
resources (NEPA sec. 102Q2XE

L M a disprapationate, significant acverse effect on ka-inoonme of
minonty populabons (B0 128587

ML Resbract access ba and ceremonial use of Indian saored sites by Indian

rabgicas practitioners or adversaly affect the phsical imagrity of such sacred

sibes (EO 13000757

Lantribuge to the inbroducken, continued existence, or spread of faderally

lisbad oo wesds (Federal Mogios Weed Contral Acti?

0. Coritribise 1o the intmoducon, comtinaed exisenoe, or spread of marenative

inasie spedes of actions that may promate the ntadection, grovah o

axpanson of the ranga of non-native irvesie speoes (8D 1311237

Raquire & permit from a fedaral, state, o local agency o proceed, unkass the

agenay frorm which the peomil & reguired agrees that a CE & appropriste?

3. Have the potential for significant impact as mdicated by a federal, state, or
lecal agenoy or Indan rika?

R, Hae the potential 10 be controversial becarse of disagresment ouer
prerssabrhe envitanimental effes

S Hawe the potendial o vicdate the NP Diganic Ad by impasring pask

rescarces of valsas |

Data Heeded to
Determine

=

-

ole|ojo|lo (oo |ojojlole|o|oo|0|0f0 O Od
OO0 E| B BB BEB|E| O O o E&AEd O

. _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|
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E. OTHER INFORMATION {Pagse answer the fallowing guestionsioroveoe reguested informaton. b
Are personnel preparing this form familiar with the site? [[] Yes [ No

Did personnel conduct a site visit? [ Yes [ Mo If yes, attach meeting notes nating when site
visit took place, who attended, efc)

If 5, plan

nanme: General Management Plan, Assateague Island National Seashroe
ks the project in an approved plan such as a General Management Plan or an Implementation Plan
with an accompanying environmental document? B Yes [JMNo
ks the project still consistent with the approved plan? B Yes [No
(f no, prepare plan/EA or EI5.)
Is the enwiranmental document accurate and up-to-date? [(J¥es [ No
{f no, prepare plan/tA or Ei5.)

FONSI ] ROD ] (Check  Date anef

approved:

Are there any interested or affected agencies or parties?
Did you make a diligent effort to contact them? B Yes [ Mo

Has consultation with all affected agencies or tribes been completed? [ Yes [<] Mo
{(f s0, attach additional pages detailing the consultation, including

the name the dates, and a summary of comments from other

agencies or tribal contacts,)

Are there any connected, cumulative, or similar actions as part
of the proposed action? [ Yes [ No
{if s0, attach additional pages detailing the other actions.)

Does this project change the existing function of the site? [1Yes (KMo
{If yes, prepare plarEA)

Are there multiple potential development sites for this project? []¥es (K No
{(f yes, prepare plamEA)

Are there other development projects in area {or identified in GMPY? ] Yes [<] Mo
{If yes, prepare plarEA)

Are all utilities availablefadequate to accomplish project? CJyes B No
{If no, prepare plandEA}



F. INSTRUCTIONS FOR DETERMINING APPROPRIATE NEPA PATHWAY

If_?u:dj:l&'rr !ﬁrﬁ!&nmﬁg Foli ot @ fide ad o evciere phat _r!r!_'ﬁi':ﬁmr!rdr e Hhee ites I_Il'?'ﬂ-'l_'ﬁ-'-‘i.' ol gl
affected agencies, andfor rribes and inteverted prblic and consplete this anvironmental sereening form.
If wour action is not described in DO-12 § 3.4 o if you checked yes ar identified “dara needed to
determine” impacts in any bleck in Secrion [ (Mandarory Criteria), you must prepane an environmental
assessment or environmental impact statement,
If wou checked no inall Mocks in Section © (resource effects to consider) and checked no in all Blocks in
Section D (Mandatory Criteria) and if the action is described in DO-12 § 3.4, you may proceed to the
caregorical exclusion form, {Appendix 2 of [X02-12 Handbook)

G. INTERDISIPLINARY TEAM SIGNATORY (407 wrerahsciplingy feant nrambers muss sign, )

B sezning chis form, you affirm the following: you have either completed a sice visit or are familar with the specifics of the site; oo
brve: consllred with affecred apencies and rribus and vou, to the best of vour kewdedge, have ansaered the guestions pased in che
checldist correctly.

Interdisciplinary Team Leader Name  Field of Expertise Ot Mynad
Carl Zimmerman Marwral & Culrural Reseurce Management 3128/2003
Technical Specialists Names Field of Expertise Date Signed
Michael O, Hill Park Management 41302005
Robert Fudge Environmental Education & Interpretation ~ 4/3/2005

Christine Gobrial Park Planning,

/1



H. This section may be filled out either as the praject progresses ar when environmenial documentaiion is

comiplete.
Maticnal Environmental Policy Act Diata enterad
(Choose ane and fill in blanks) by Carl Zimmerman
0O c
Complete sections A-F before checking this bo,
o R Pubdic scoping date: MD-BAE00E, VA-BRI0E  NER Revay date:
Ea redaaze 1o public; FONG] dat:
N e NOlin FR: N, far DEIS
N MCA for FER: ROD data
DCata enterad
Mational Historic Preservation Act by: Carl Fimmerman
Has the area been surveped and MEHP rescunces
identified? ] Wes [ No
Ground deturbance imaohed? B4 Yes [ No
Archanlogical resources affacted? B ves [ No
Histaric strectures affected? [ Wes [ No
Cultural landscapes affectad? B Wes [ Mo
Ethnographic resources affected? B] wes [ No  0F yes, interested parties contacted 7 B Yes [ Mo
[] No Histaric Froperties Affected

[[] Programmatic Exclusion (Exclusion # )
If Mo Adverse Effect or Adverse Effect, choose the appropriate path and fill in the blanks
[] Ne Adverse Effect Date AEF or combined EA/MEF to SHPOTHRC

Date back from SHPO/THPO
Date consultation completed
Date mitigation completed -
[] Adverse Effect Date AEF or combined EAJAEF to SHPOTHRD
Date to ACHP
MOA Date
Date consultation completed
Date mitigation completed
Endangered Species Act Data entered by:  Carl Zimmerman
&ny threatenadiendangered specas in anear? Elves Oho  Date
If spacies in area [] Mo effect [<] Mot Likely to Adversely Affect [ Likely to Adversely Affact & chackod considar
)

[Date PN £ 12005 Phone conversarion Eric
Crate to PSS 2E0°2005 FESDONE: [ravis
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Floodplains/Wetlands/5404 Permits Dataentered by:  Carl Zimmerman

Is project in 100- or S00-year fiaodplain, flash fiaod if yes, staterment of findings
hazard area, or wetlands? Blves [Jho  Appvoval date
44 permit needed? OYes [HHo Date

State 401 certification? COves [EHo  Date

State Water Quality permit? Clves ENo  Date

Tribal Water Cuality permit? OYes [EHo Date

CIM Consistency deterrrination needed? Elves [JHo  Date

Other Permits/Laws Dataentered by Carl Zimmerman
Consistent with Wildamess Act Bdves [Jho Date
Wilderness minemum regunement (oo} dedsion

naechpcd? COves [Eho  Danwe

Wild and scenic river concems? [J¥es [MMo Date

National Trails concemns? Oves Eho  Date

Air Quality consuft wistate? COves Eho  Date
Consistent wedrchitectural  Barriers, Rehabilitation,

ard Amesicans with Disabilities Acts? [OYes [JHo Date

ther: Clves [CIHo  Date

L MITIGATING MEASURES TO BE INCLUDED IN PROJECT:
{Specify feve or artach appropriate pags fFom EA, EIS FONSIL or RODY)

I
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1, SUPERVISORY SIGNATORY
Based an she eoirorimental tmpact infirmation consaived din the wasmtory complisaee file and in iy evironmeneal
seresaing fore, emvirnienial docionentarion for the sndjece prajecs ir compdece, I the praject invelver bor fopic or

TERREIE S0, Ihﬂ;&rﬁﬁﬁ&:%ww&'m
Recommended:
Compliance Specialist Telephone Number
Approved.
Superintendent Telephone Mumber

Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station DRAFT Environmental Assessment Summer 2005



B. Summary Table: Assateague Beach Coast Guard
Station Cultural Landscape Defining Features

The following table is a summary of those findings and determinations regarding
contributing/non-contributing features from the 2004 Cultural Landscape

Inventory report.

Character-defining features related to:

Topography

Contributing (C)/

Non-Contributing (NC)/

Undetermined (U)

remnant man-made dunes (reevaluate after 2012)

c

Vegetation

beach vegetation

dune plant community

marsh plant community

saltmarsh (coveside) plant community

junipers

Z
810|000

Circulation

catwalk

landing/pad, concrete at Station house porch steps (1934)

marine rail launchway and walkway

walkway, wooden

wharf, breakwater and T-dock with new and replaced railing

entrance road

road

sidewalk, concrete to generator house (reevaluate after 2009)

sidewalks, concrete at Station house

C|C|C|T|O| 00|00

Buildings and Structures

boathouse (1939)

garage (1922 boathouse)

lookout tower (1922)

pump house foundation (by 1949)

Station house (1922)

water tanks/cisterns (Station house 1922, garage carly 1940’s,
boathouse by 1943)

generator house (1959-reevaluate after 2009)

power poles

C|C| OlO|O0O[0|0

Views and Vistas

external view down pier to Station house

external view from boat approach

external view from boathouse loft

external view from dune

external view from NPS visitor’s center

external view from ocean to Station to cove

external view from ruins

external view to Toms Cove from pier

view from Station house down boardwalk to boathouse

view from Station house to boat house/cove

view from Station house to ocean across yard

view from Station house to Station house cove-side dune

view from tower to cove/boathouse

view from tower to east beach across yard

view from tower to hook/road

view from tower to lighthouse/Fish & Guano ruin

view from tower to ocean

ellellellellelielielielielieliololieolielielielielle

view from tower to west beach across marsh

/5
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concrete from navy triangulation tower near Toms Cove C
concrete septic cover (abandoned system) C
bench mark, metal — 1976 NC
NASA weather instruments NC
picnic table NC

bench mark (1933 — original location unknown)
concrete base from possible flag pole

oil tank

signs above Station doors

wood base from loading ramp or sign

wooden posts near Toms cove

Seaboard Fish & Guano Co. factory ruins
road traces

C|C| |ClClc|c|c|a

I
Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station DRAFT Environmental Assessment Summer 2005




C. Coastal Zone Management Act Consistency

Determination for the Preferred Alternative, B:
Rehabilitation for Adaptive Use

This document provides the Commonwealth of Virginia with the National Park
Service’s Consistency Determination under CZMA section 307(c)(1) and 15 CFR
Part 930, sub-part C, for alternatives for the future use and treatment of the former
Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station, a Virginia Historic Landmark located on
Assateague Island in Accomack County. The information in this Consistency
Determination is provided pursuant to 15 CFR section 930-39.

The preferred alternative proposes to rehabilitate the Coast Guard Station and
ancillary structures for adaptive reuse as a center for environmental research and/or
education in partnership with an as yet undetermined organization, agency or
group. This alternative is expected to improve the condition of cultural resources
and values associated with the Station, and provide important new opportunities for
environmental education and research focusing on the Assateague Island ecosystem.

The National Park Service has determined that the preferfed alternative for the
future use and treatment of the Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station will affect
the land or water uses or natural resources of Virginia in the following manner:

As described in Chapter I1I, the preferred alternative (B) will have discernable, but
generally beneficial or negligible to minor adverse effects’on cultural resources and
certain aspects of the natural environmentwithin the project area. These effects are
summarized in Chapter II, section G — Summasy, Matrix of Impacts of Alternatives.

The Virginia Coastal Resourees Management Program contains the following
enforceable policies that are applicable to the proposed project (preferred
alternative):

Fisheries Management, to conserve and enhance finfish and shellfish resources
and the pfomotion of commercial and recreation fisheries to maximize food
production and reereational opportunities.

Wetlands Management, to preserve wetlands, prevent their despoliation and
accommodate economic development in a manner consistent with wetlands
preservation.

unes Management, to prevent destruction or alteration of primary dunes
D Manag t, to p t destruct Iterat f primary d
pursuant to the Coastal Primary Sand Dune Protection Act.

Shoreline Sanitation, to regulate the installation of septic tanks, set standards
concerning soil types suitable for septic tanks, and specify minimum distances
that tanks must be placed away from streams, rivers and other waters of the
Commonwealth.

The project (preferred alternative) will not involve activities related to the
enforceable policies for Subaqueous Lands Management, Non-point Source

/7



8/

Pollution Control, Point Source Pollution Control, Air Pollution Control, or
Coastal Lands Management.

Based upon the following information, the National Park Service finds that the
preferred alternative for the future use and treatment of the Assateague Beach Coast
Guard Station is consistent to the maximum extent practical with the enforceable
policies of the Virginia Coastal Resources Management Program.

Fisheries Management. As described in Chapter III, section B-3, Wildlife &
Aquatic Life and their Habitats, the preferred alternative will result in a slight
increase in boat traffic using the tidal waters of Toms Cove due to land access
restrictions during the Piping Plover breeding season (April — September). In
consideration of the number of boats already using the area, the slight increase
in traffic associate with the project (estimate a maximum of 2 trips per day) will
have a negligible effect on aquatic resources in the Cove.

Rehabilitation activities will include repairs to the existing boat dock and pier
associated with the Station. Repairs may include replacement of pilings and/or
other structural members which would involve the use of lumber products
treated with chemical preservatives. Although marine-use wood preservatives
contain chemicals that can be toxic in large con€entrations, the limited scope of
repairs and slow leaching rates minimizes the potential foradverse effects to
aquatic resources.

Wetlands Management. Both tidal and nen-tidal wetlands occur within the
planning area for the proposed project. However, none of the activities
associated with rehabilitating“the Coast Guard facilities and adaptive reuse will
occur in close proximity to those wetland resources and therefore pose a
negligible threat.

Dunes Management. » The primary dune system adjacent to the Station
complex is the result of dune stabilization activities conducted during the
1960’s. Nene of the proposed rehabilitation actions will occur in close
proximity to the existing dune features. Increased use of the facility for
environmental education and/or research poses a minor threat to the dunes
from foot traffic by users of the facility. The threat will be mitigated by
demarcating mandatory corridors for access between the Station complex and
beach that avoid sensitive dune features.

Shoreline Sanitation. The increased use and occupancy that will result from
rehabilitation and adaptive reuse will increase the amount of domestic
wastewater being treated and discharged into the shallow groundwater beneath
and adjacent to the Station. The existing septic system is, however, correctly
sized for the anticipated demand, meets current standards for wastewater
treatment systems, and is sufficiently distant from Toms Cove (>550 feet) to
prevent adverse impacts to surface waters.

It should also be noted that the preferred alternative appears to be consistent with
several of the advisory policies of Virginia’s Coastal Resources Management Program
including those related to Geographic Areas of Particular Concern (Coastal Natural
Resource Areas) and Shorefront access Planning and Protection (Parks, Natural
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I
Areas and Wildlife Management Areas; Waterfront Historic Properties).
Pursuant to 15 CFR section 930.41, the Virginia Coastal Resources Management
Program has 60 days from the receipt of this document in which to concur with or
object to this Consistency Determination, or to request and extension under 15
CFR section 930.41(b). Virginia’s concurrence will be presumed if its response is
not received by the National Park Service on the 60th day from receipt of this
determination. The State’s response should be sent to:

Carl S. Zimmerman

Assateague Island National Seashore
7206 National Seashore Lane

Berlin, MD 21811

410.641.1443 x213

Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station DRAFT Environmental Assessment Summer 2005
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D. Agency Compliance Letters and Correspondence

United States Department of the Interior
Mational Park Service
Aszateague sland MNational Seashore
7206 National Seashore Lane  Berlin, Maryland 21811

March 31, 2005

Kathleen 5. Kilpatrick, Director

Wirginia Depariment of Historic Resources
801 Kensinglon Avenue

Richmond, VA 23221

Re:  Potential future uses and treatment of the Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station
Assateague Island Mational Seashore, Accomack County, VA
Motification of Combination NEPA/Section 106 Compliance

Dear Ms. Kilpairick:

The purpose of this letter is to notify vou of a Mational Park Service (NPS) planning process
underway at Assateague [sland National Seashore (ASIS) involving the former Assateague
Beach Coast Guard Station The Station complex, located on the southern tip of Assateague
Island in Accomack County, was used by the U8, Coast Guard as a base for search and rescue
operations and other activities between 1922 and 1967, In 1967, the Station was transferred to
the Mational Park Service. The site is a Virginia Historic Landmark, and has been determined
eligible for the National Register of Histonic Places.

Since its transter 1o the NI'S, the Station has been wtilized in a variety of ways including as
housing for summer employees amd cooperators, shorl and long-term storage, and as a site Tor
environmental education and cultural resource interpretation. [n recent vears, the Station™s use
has preatly diminished due 1o owtstanding maintenance and repair needs, and problems accessing
the Station duning the summer months due 1o the presence of threatened species on adjacent
beaches, The angoing planning process will analyze alternatives to determine the most
appropriate course of action for future use and wreatment of Station, taking into account its
historic nature as well as the sensitive natural environment in which it 15 located.

In order o comply with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the National
Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966, as amended, an Environmental Assessment (EA) will
be developed that will assess impacts of the proposed alternatives on natural and cultural
resources. In accordance with section 300083 ) of the Advisory Council on Historic
Preservaiion’s regulations (36 CFR B00), | am netifving vour office in advance of the park’s
intention o use the EA o meet itz obligations under Section 106 of the NHPA. This EA, which
will contain an Assessment of Effect for all cultural resources potentially affected by the
proposed project, will be available for your review and comment later this vear,
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We look forward to receiving sny guidance or comments you may have regarding the planning
process or the Station fself. Thank vou for your assistance with this matfer, IF vou need
additional information or heve any questions regarding this request, please contact Carl
Zimmerman af (4100 641= 1443, extension 213, or by mail at the above address.

Sincerely,
wwc!?a,_-u

o Carl Zimmerm an, MPS- ASIS
Christine Gobrial, WPS-NER-Philadelphia Support Office
Ethel Eaton, VA DHR

I
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Assateague 1sland Mational Seashore
7200 Mational Seashore Lane  Berlin, Maryland 21811

March 31, 2005

Karen Mayne

LS. Figh and Wildlife Service
Virginia Field Office

0649 Short Lane

Gloucester, WA 23061

Re:  Potential future uses and treatment of the Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station
Assateague Island National Seashore, Accomack County, VA
Request for Information

Diear M. Mayne:

The purpose of this letier is (o notify you of a Mational Park Service (WPS) planning process
underway at Assateague Island National Seashore (AS1S) involving the former Assateague
Beach Coast Guard Station. The Station complex. located on the southern tip of Assaleague
Island in Accomack County, was used by the US. Coast Guard as a base for search and rescue
operations and other activities between 1922 and 1967, In 19467, the Station was transferred to
the Mational Park Service. The site is a Virginia Historic Landmark, and has been determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

Since its transler 1o the NPS, ihe Siation has been wiilized in a variety of ways including as
houwsing for summer employees and cooperators, short and long-term storage, and as a site for
environmental education and cultural resource interprelation. In recent vears, the Station’s use
has preatly diminished due to outstanding maintenance and repair needs, and problems sccessing
the Station during the summer months due to the presence of nesting piping plover (Charadeing
miefodus) on adjacent beaches. The ongoing planning process will analvze alternatives o
determine the most appropriate course of action for future use and treatment of Station, taking
into account its historic nature as well as the sensitive natural environment in which it is located.

This letter serves as notification that we have begun the National Environmental Policy Act
(MEPA) process and are proposing to have an Environmental Assessment (EA) available for
public and regulatory review later this vear. In addition, this letter serves as a record that the NPS
i= initiating informal consultation with your agency pursuant to the requirements of the 1973
Endangered Species Act, as amended. [n order to comply, we are requesting information
concerning federal and state rare, threatened, and endangered specics documented or reasonably
suspected within 0,5 miles of the project site, which is depicted on the enclosed map. We are also
coordinating with the Virginia Departments of Game and Inland Fisheries and Conservation and
Recreation to obtain and review their file informarion.
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We are aware of the recurring presence of piping plover adjacent to the project area, of breeding
and transient bald eagles in the general vicinity, and of the single occurrence of Sea Beach
Amaranth (A maararifues pumilus ) near the project area duning 2004, Should vou know of or
come across any other resource constraint that may be a possible planning issue, please do not
hesitate o contact us. We anticipate no significant environmental impacts associated with the
project and look forward to receiving any giidance or comments vou may have regarding the
process or the project itself.

Thank you for vour anticipated assistance with this matter. If vou need additional information or

have any questions regarding this request, please contact Carl Zimmerman at (4107 64 1-1443,
extension 213, or by mail at the above address,

Sincerely,

TN V.-:%d Ty
Michael O, Hill
Supenntendent
Enclosure

co:  Carl Zimmerman, NPS-ASIS
Chnstine Gobrial, NPS-NER-Fhiladelphia Support Office
Bill Haglan, USFWS-Chincoteague National Wildlife Refuge
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Assateague 1sland Mational Seashore
7200 Mational Seashore Lane  Berlin, Maryland 21811

March 31, 2005

Elli¢ L. Irons

Program Manager

Office of Environmental Impact Review
629 East Main Street

Richmond, Virginia 23219

Re:  Potential future uses and treatment of the Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station
Assateague Island National Seashore, Accomack County, VA
Request for Information'™Motification of joint MEPA compliance/CAM Consistency
Dretermination

Diear Ms, Irons:

The purpose of this letter is to notify you of a National Park Service (NPS) planning process
underway at Assateague Island National Seashore (ASIS) involving the former Assateague
Beach Coast Guard Station. The Station complex, located on the southem tip of Assateague
Island in Accomack County, was used by the U5, Coast Guard as a base for search and rescue
operations and other activities between 1922 and 1967, In 1967, the Station was transferred to
the Mational Park Service. The site is a Virginia Historic Landmark. and has been determined
eligible for the Mational Register of Historic Places.

Since its transfer to the NP8, the Station has been wtilized in a variety of wavs including as
housing for summer emplovees and cooperators, shor and long-term storage, and as a sile for
environmental education and cultural resource interpretation. In recent years, the Station’s use
has greatly diminished due (o outstanding maintenance and repair needs, and problems accessing
the Station during the summer months due to the presence of sensitive species on adjacent
beaches. The angoing planning process will analyze alternatives to determine the most
appropriate course of action for fulure use and treatment of Station, taking mto account its
historic nature as well as the sensitive natural environment in which it is located.

This letter serves as notification that we have begun the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) process and are proposing to have an Environmental Assessment (EA) available for
public and regulatory review later this vear. At this stage, we are seeking information on any
resource constraint or concern that may be a possible planning issue within the project area,
which is depicted on the enclosed map. In addition, this letter serves as a record of our intention
to use the EA to meet our obligations under the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, The EA
will include a determination of consistency.
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Should vou know of or come across any other resource corstraint that may be a possible
planning issue, please do not hesitate to contact us. We anticipate no significant envirenmental
impacts associated with the project and look forward to receiving any guidance or comments you
may have regarding the process or the project itself,

Thank vou for vour anticipated assistance with this matter. 1fvou need additional information or
have any questions regarding this request, please contact Carl Zimmerman at (410} 641-1443,
extension 213, or by mail at the above address.

ce Carl Zimmerman, NPS-ASIS
Christine Gobrial, NPS-NER-Philadelphia Support Oflice
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Assateague 1sland Mational Seashore
7200 Mational Seashore Lane  Berlin, Maryland 21811

March 31, 2005

YWirginia Department of Conservation and Recreation
Division of Natural Heritape

217 Govemnor %t., Znd Floor

Richmond, VA 23219

Re:  Potential future uses and treatment of the Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station
Assateague Island National Seashore, Accomack County, VA
Request for Information

To whom it may concern:

The purpose of this letter is to motify you of a Mational Park Service (NPS) planning process
underway at Assateague Island National Seashore (AS1S) involving the former Assateague
Beach Coast Guard Station. The Station complex. located on the southern tip of Assaleague
Island in Accomack County, was used by the U5, Coast Guard as a base for search and rescue
operations and other activities between 1922 and 1967, In 1967, the Station was transferred to
the Mational Park Service. The site is a Virginia Histone Landmark, and has been determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

Since its transler 1o the NPS, ihe Siation has been wiilized in a variety of ways including as
houwsing for summer employees and cooperators, short and long-term storage, and as a site for
environmental education and cultural resource interpretation. In recent years, the Siation’s use
has preatly diminished due to oulstanding maintenance and repair needs, and problems accessing
the Station during the summer months due o the presence of nesting piping plover (Charadring
miefodus) on adjacent beaches. The ongoing planning process will analvze alternatives o
determine the most appropriate course of action for future use and treatment of Station, taking
into account 15 histore nature as well as the sensitive natural environment in which it is located.

This letter serves as notification that we have begun the National Environmental Policy Act
(MEPA) process and are proposing to have an Environmental Assessment (EA) available for
public and regulatory review later this year. In order to comply with the 1973 Endangered
Species Act, as amended, we are requesting a review of the Matural Heritage database o
determine the potential presence of siale rarve, threatened, and endangered plant and insect
species documented or reasonably suspected within 0.5 miles of the project site, which is
depicted on the enclosed map, We are also coordinating with the U, 5, Fish and Wildlife Service
and Virginia Department of Game Inland Fisheries to obtain and review their file information,
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We are aware of the recuming presence of piping plover adjacent 1o the project anea, of breeding
and transient bald eagles in the general vicmity, and of the smgle occurrence of Sea Beach
Amaranth {dmaranthus promilus )y near the projest aren during 2004, Should vou know of or
comes seross any other resource constraint thet may be a possible planning ssue, please do not
hesitate to contact us. We anticipate no significant environmental impacts asaociated with the
project and kook forward to recerving any guidanee or comments you may have regardmg the
provess or the project dself.

Thank you for your anticipated assistance with this matier. If you need additional information or

have any questions regarding this request, please contact Carl Zimmerman at (4107 641-1443,
extension 213, or v mail at the above address,

Smeerely,
T uo/:%d UL
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service
Assateague 1sland Mational Seashore
7200 Mational Seashore Lane  Berlin, Maryland 21811

March 31, 2005

Wirginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
Environmental Services Section

P03, Box 11104

Richmond, VA 23230

Re:  Potential future uses and treatment of the Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station
Assateague Island National Seashore, Accomack County, VA
Request for Information

To whom it may concernc

The purpose of this letier is 1o notify vou of a Mational Park Service (MPS) planning process
underway at Assateague Island National Seashore (AS1S) involving the former Assateague
Beach Coast Guard Station. The Station complex. located on the southern tip of Assaleague
Island in Accomack County, was wsed by the ULS. Coast Guard as a base for search and rescue
operations and other activities between 1922 and 1967, In 19467, the Station was transferred to
the Mational Park Service. The site is a Virginia Historic Landmark. and has been determined
eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

Since its transler 1o the NPS, ihe Siation has been wiilized in a variety of ways including as
houwsing for summer employees and cooperators, short and long-term storage, and as a site for
environmental education and cultural resource interpretation. In recent years, the Siation’s use
has preatly diminished due to oulstanding maintenance and repair needs, and problems sccessing
the Station during the summer months due to the presence of nesting piping plover (Chavadrins
miefodus) on adjacent beaches. The ongoing planning process will analvze alternatives o
determine the most appropriate course of action for future use and treatment of Station, taking
into account its historic nature as well as the sensitive natural environment in which it is located.

This letter serves as notification that we have begun the National Environmental Policy Act
(MEPA) process and are proposing to have an Environmental Assessment (EA) available for
public and regulatory review later this year. [n order to comply with the 1973 Endangered
Species Act, as amended, we are requesting a review of the Wildlife and Matural Heritage
datahase to determing the potential presence of state rare, threatened, and endangered species
documented or reasonahly suspected within 0.5 miles of the project site, which is depicted on the
enclosed map, We are also coordinating with the 17, 5, Fish and Wildlife Service to obtain and
review their file information.
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We are aware of the recurring presence of pipmg plover adjacent to the project area, and of
breeding and transient bald eagles in the general vicmnity, Should you know of or come across
any other resource constraint that may be & possible planning ssve, please do not hesitate to
contact us, We anticipate no significant environmental

impacts associated with the project and look forward to receiving any guidance or comments vou
may have regarding the process or the project itself.

Thank you for your anticipated asaistance with this matter. If you need additional information ar

have any questions regarding this request. please contact Carl Fimmerman at (4107 641-1443,
extansion 213, or by mail at the above address,

Sancerely.
h""\u\ ,,_.E&?ﬂ LK
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W. Tayloe Murphy, Jr. e i Joseph H. Maroon
‘Secretary of Matural ot Director
g

COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF CONSERVATION AND RECREATION

217 Governor Street
Richmond, Virginin  23219-2010
Telephone (804) TB6-T951 FAX (804) 371-2674 TDD (204) T86-2121

May 5, 2005

Carl Zimmerman

National Park Service

Assateague Island National Seashore
7206 National Seashore Lane

Berlin, MD 21811

Re: Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station
Dear Mr. Zimmerman:

The Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR) has searched its Biotics Data System for
occurrences of natural heritage resources from the area outlined on the submitted map. Natural heritage
resources are defined as the habitat of rare, threatened, or endangered plant and animal species, unigue or
exemplary natural communities, and significant geologic formations.

According to the information currently in our files, the following natural heritage resources were found
within a 2-mile radius of the project site:

Communities

Mantime Upland Forest

Maritime Wet Grassland

Animals

Delmarva Fox Squirrel (Sciurus niger cinereus, G5T3/S1/LE/LE)
Piping Plover (Charadrius-melodus, G3/S2BSIN/LTLT) ——-
Spectral Tiger Beetle (Cicindela lepida, G4/S1/NL/NL)

Wilson’s Plover (Charadrius wilsonia, G5/S1B/NL/LE)

Plants

Big-head Rush (Juncus megacephalus, G4G5/S2/NL/NL)

Sea-side Knotweed (Polygonum glaucum, G3/81S2/NL/NL)
Seaside Heliotrope (Heliotropium curassavicum, G5/81/NL/NL)
Seaside Plantain (Plantago maritime var. juncoides, GST5/S1/NL/NL)
Southern Beach Spurge (Chamaesyce bombensis, G4GS5/S2/NL/NL)
Umbrella Flatsedge (Cyperus diandrus, G5/S1/NL/NL)

According to the information currently in our files, the following natural heritage resources were found
within a 0.5-mile radius of the project site:

c i

Maritime Wet Grassland

State Parks = Soil and Water Conservation » Natural Heritage » Outdoor Recreation Planning
Chesapeake Bay Local Assistance » Dam Safety and Floodplain Management « Land Conservation
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Animals

Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus, G3/82B,SIN/LT/LT)

Plants

Sea-side Knotweed (Polygonum glaucum, G3/S152/NL/NL)

Seaside Heliotrope (Heliotropium curassavicum, G5/S1/NL/NL)
Seaside Plantain (Plantago maritime var. juncoides, GSTS/S1/NL/NL!

Please note that Delmarva Fox Squirrel is currently classified as endangered by the United States Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries (VDGIF). The
Piping Plover is classified as threatened by USFWS and VDGIF. Wilson's Plover is classified as
endangered by VDGIF. Due to the legal status of these species, DCR recommends coordination with the
USFWS and the VDGIF to ensure compliance with protected species legislation.

Under a Memorandum of Agreement established between the Virginia Department of Agriculture and
Consumer Services (VDACS) and the Virginia Department of Conservation and Reereation (DCR), DCR
represents VDACS in comments regarding potential impacts on state-listed threatened and endangered
plant and insect species. The current activity will not affect any documented state-listed plants or insects.

In addition, our files do not indicate the presence of any State Matural Area Preserves under DCR's
Jjurisdiction in the project vicinity.

Any absence of data may indicate that the project area has not been surveved, rather than confirm that the
area lacks natural heritage resources. New and updated information is continually added to Biotics.
Please contact DCR for an update on this natural heritage information if a significant amount of time
passes before it is utilized.

The Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries maintains a database of wildlife locations,
incleding threatened and endangered species, trout streams, and anadromous fish waters, that may contain
information not documented in this letter, Their database may be accessed from

http:www.dgifvirgini j1dlifie/i I , or contact Shirl Dressler at (804) 367-6913.

Should you have any questions or concerns, feel free to contact S. René Hypes at 804-371-2708. Thank
you for the opportunity to comment on this project.

sincerely,

j y ﬁu;}‘;ﬁf’-
S. René Hypes
Project Review Coordinator

OC:  Eric Davis - USFWS
Andy Zadnik, VDGIF
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Mr. Michael O. Hill

Superintendent, Assateague Island National Seashore
USDOI/National Park Service

7206 National Seashore Lane

Berlin, Maryland 21811

RE:  31-March 2005 Request for Information/Notification of joint NEPA
compliance/CZM Consistency Determination; for Potential future uses and
treatment of the Assateague Beach Coast Guard Station, Assateague Island
National Seashore, Accomack County Virginia.

Dear Mr. Hill:

The Department of Environmental Quality — Office of Environmental Impact Review
(DEQ-OEIR) is in receipt of your March 31, 2005 letter, requesting scoping comments
for the proposed project. It is the policy of DEQ-OEIR to participate in NEPA scoping
efforts by providing the guidance given herein. However, other agencies may have
additional scoping comments or wish to provide instruction pertaining to the preparation
of the NEPA document. We are forwarding this request to Virginia agencies (*),
administering one or more of the Enforceable Policies of the Virginia Coastal Resources
Management Program (see “Federal Consstcncy ., below) and potential stakeholders,
on your behalf,

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) document review:
‘When the NEPA document is made available, the DEQ's Office of Environmental Impact

Review (this Office) will coordinate Virginia’s review of any environmental documents
prepared pursuant to the NEPA and comment to the sponsoring agency on behalf of the
Commonwealth. In order to ensure an effective coordinated review of the Environmental
Impact Statement or Environmental Assessment and the consistency determination, the
following is required:

Table 1: Requirements for NEPA review (cnstomary):

Time required for NEPA review {customary): # of documents required:
Environmental Assessment (EA) 30 days 18

Environmental Impact Statement ~ (EIS) 45 days 18

APF NNR
COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA
W. Tayloc Murphy, Jr. DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY Wiﬂ Bumley
Street address: 629 East Main Street, Richmond, Virginia 23219 i
Mailing address: P. 0. Box 10009, Richmond, Virginia 23240 (804) 698-4000
Fax (B04) 6984500 'TDD (804) 698-4021 1-800-592-5452
www.deq.virginia.gov
April 14, 2005
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Federal Consistency under the Coastal Fone Management Act (CEMA):

Fursuani to the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended, Federal activities
affecting Virginia's coastal resources or coastal uses must be consistent with the Virginia
Coastal Resources Management Program (VCP) (see section 307(c)(1) of the Act and the
Federal Consistency Regulations, 15 CFR Part 930, sub-part C),

The project sponsor must provide a Federal Consistency Determination (FCD), pursuant
to the CZMA, which involves an analysis of the activities in light of the Enforceable
Policies of the VCP (attachment), and a commitment to comply with the Enforceable
Policies. The DEQ-OEIR review process for the FCD is similar to the NEPA review
process. The FCD may be provided as a component of the NEPA documentation or
independently, depending on the sponsoring agency’s preference. In order to ensure an
effective coordinated review of the consistency determination, the following is required:

Table 2: Requirements for Federal Consistency Determination review

Time required for review (*): # of documents required:

Federal Consistency Determination 60 days 18

(*) Federal Consistency Regulations 930.41(a).

Table 3: Requirements for 2 Independent reviews (NEPA & FCIY

Time Required for 2 Independent Reviews: # of Documents Reguired:
(**) NEPA (EA) 30 days = 18

+ Federal Consistency Determination 60 davs 18

Total: 90 days 36

(**) NEPA: (EIS add 15 days = 105 days)

Combined NEPA and FCD Review (Recommended):
DEQ-OEIR. recommends the project sponsor provide the FCD as a component of the

NEPA document. This will facilitate a combined NEPA and consistency review.
Reviewing concurrently will help streamline the review process and may help expedite
Agency responses.

In order to ensure an effective coordination of a combined review of the Environmental
Impact Statement or Environmental Assessment and the consistency determination, the
following is required:

Table 4: Reguirements for Combined (Concurrent) Review

Total Time Required for Combined Review (*): # of Documents Required:
Concurrent NEPA and FCD review: 60 days 18

Section 930.39 of the Federal Consistency Regulations and Virginia's Federal

Consistency Information Package (see below) give content requirements for the
consistency determination. The Federal Consistency Information Package is available
on DECQ’'s web site, hitp:/fwww.deqg.state. va,us.
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Mr. Hill
Page 3

If you have questions about the environmental review process or the Federal Consistency
Review process, please call me (telephone (B04) 698-4325) or Emst Aschenbach of this
Office (telephone (804) 698-4326).

Sincerely,

Ellic L. Irons
Program Manager
Office of Environmental Impact Review

ﬁhﬁ:« R. T Baml D‘CR-DTH’ISID.II nfﬂhesupﬂake Bay Local Assistance*
DCR-Division of Soil and Water Conservation® c/o
Robert 5. Munson; DCR.-Division of Planning and Recreation Resources
Synthia Waymack; DCR-Division of Natural Heritage
DEQ-Office of Environmental Impact Review* (this Office)
Harold J. Winer; DEQ-Tidewater Regional Offfce*
Cathenne M. Harold; DEQ-Water Division*
Kotur §. Narasimhan; DEQ-Air Division*
Allen Brockman; DEQ-Waste Division
Mike Foreman; Department of Forestry
Andrew K. Zadnik; Depariment of Game and Inland Fisheries*
Alan D. Weber; Department of Health*
Ethel R. Eaton; Department of Historic Resources
Gerald Wilkes; Department of Mines, Minerals and Energy
Tony Watkinson; Marine Resources Commission™®
Thomas A. Bamard, Jr.; Virginia Institute of Marine Science
Sandra Manter, County Planner; Accomack County
Oliver H. Bennett, Chairman; Accomack-Northampton Planning District
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